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OUR HERITAGE

The Pavilion at Old Anniesland is not a generic school building. It

was built in 1927 as a War Memorial, a deliberate, permanent act of
remembrance for 478 former pupils who never came home. Every former
pupil who has walked through its doors since has done so in their shadow.

For nearly a hundred years it has been the place we gather, before matches and after them, at the
dinners and reunions that mark the milestones of lives lived well after leaving Anniesland Drive. The
names on the Memorial inside are not abstract history. They are the reason the building exists.

THE STORY BEHIND THE BUILDING

The story of the Pavilion begins not in stone and mortar, but in grief and gratitude. A total of 2,706
former pupils of The High School of Glasgow served in the First World War. Of those, 478 gave their
lives. On 3 February 1919, a meeting was held in the school’'s main hall at Eimbank Street, and from
that gathering came a resolution that would shape Old Anniesland for a century to come: the fallen
would be honoured with a memorial worthy of their sacrifice.

With pupils once again taking to the field in the aftermath of war, the High School Former Pupil
Club purchased 13 acres at Skaterigg in 1919. A driving force in securing and shaping those early
years was John Pinkerton, whose energy and commitment to the Club are remembered with pride
by generations of former pupils. Following the inauguration of the School War Memorial at EImbank
Street in 1924, a further 14 acres were acquired giving former pupils 27 acres of playing fields at Old
Anniesland, proof that this community could honour its fallen in enduring ways.

On 1 October 1927, the Memorial Pavilion was officially opened by General Sir lan Hamilton. At the
ceremony, AJ Fleming, head of the Memorial Committee, transferred all rights to the Pavilion to the
Glasgow High School Club Limited by deed of gift.

“I know well that the High School Club will regard the care and maintenance of the Memorial as a
sacred trust now and in the days to come, and that they will tell High School Boys from generation
to generation, as they play in these playing fields, that this Memorial Pavilion was built not as an
emblem of the Great War, but as a message and inspiration to them always to play the game, as the
Old Boys, whom it commemorates, played the game, even unto death.”

AJ Fleming, Memorial Committee, 1 October 1927 - Glasgow High School Magazine, 1927-28

Former pupils who served Lives lost in service Year the Pavilion opened




A BUILDING THAT HAS SERVED
EVERY GENERATION

The Pavilion has not stood still. In the early 1980s, as part of the wider Crow Road and Anniesland
Cross development, the building underwent a significant upgrade, a sign of the High School
community’'s commitment to keeping the Pavilion fit for purpose. That investment served us well for
four decades. Now, as the building approaches its centenary, it is time to invest again.

Today, the Pavilion is busier than ever. The changing facilities are in use seven days a week, serving
current school pupils and the full breadth of club sport: rugby, hockey and cricket sections all depend
on them. The upper floor continues to be a venue that draws people together. The School's Chamber
Choir, winners of BBC Songs of Praise, have made regular use of it for rehearsals, drawn by its
exceptional acoustic quality. Former Pupils of all ages hire it for birthday celebrations, reunions, and
private gatherings. It is, in every sense, a living building.

That scale of use, by the School, former pupils and affiliated sports clubs is testament to what this
place means. It also means that the need for investment is real and pressing.

THE APPEAL

What We Need

The Pavilion is approaching its centenary. This appeal is our opportunity to ensure it enters its
second hundred years not merely intact, but genuinely renewed, a building that reflects the pride this
community takes in it. We are asking former pupils everywhere to make that happen.

Structural Repairs - Work is already under way. Structural repairs to the portico and balcony at
the Pavilion entrance are scheduled to commence, addressing the fabric of the building itself, and
ensuring the front of house we all know so well is preserved for the future.

Internal Improvements - Beyond the structural work, because the building in constant, heavy

use there is much inside the Pavilion that deserves attention, in particular changing facilities, and
communal areas. That is precisely what this appeal is for. With your support, we can go further: not
just repairing what is failing, but renewing what this building can be.

A Lift to the Upper Floor - The Pavilion's upper floor is the venue for the functions, dinners, and
gatherings that bring the High School community together, but it is currently accessible only by stair.
We want the Pavilion to be a place where every former pupil and every club member can participate
fully. If this appeal succeeds, the installation of a lift will ensure it is genuinely open to all, regardless
of mobility, for many decades to come. This ambition depends entirely on the generosity of our
community.

These projects form the heart of this appeal. The lift is an ambition that will only be possible if we raise
sufficient funds: a symbol of what this community can achieve when it comes together. The projects
will ensure that the Pavilion continues to fulfil the purpose for which it was built, as a gathering place,
a War Memorial, and an enduring source of pride and inspiration to all who pass through its doors.



LOOKING FORWARD

Maintaining the Pavilion for the HSOG Community of the Future

AJ Fleming spoke of a sacred trust. That trust passes now to us, to those who have had the privilege
of belonging to this community, of walking the corridors of the High School of Glasgow, playing on
these magnificent fields, and understanding what it means to be part of something so much larger
than any one of us.

Former pupils and Club members are spread across the world, but we are united by shared
experience and a deep pride in where we come from. The Pavilion at Old Anniesland is the physical
expression of that bond, a building that connects everyone who has ever played here to a story
stretching back more than a century.

This appeal asks each of us to play a part in continuing that story. Whatever you are able to
contribute, it will make a difference. Every gift, large or small, will help us restore and renew this
remarkable building, and ensure that the generations yet to come enjoy the same sense of belonging
that it has given to all of us.

With warm regards

Barrie Gray
President, The High School of Glasgow Club

Greig Williamson
Chair of the Board of Governors

Professor Sir Anton Muscatelli
Chairman, The High School of Glasgow Educational Trust




of Glasgow

HOWTO GIVE

Online: Visit hsogcommunity.co.uk/support secure giving by card
or bank transfer.

By Cheque: Make cheques payable to The High School of Glasgow
Educational Trust and return with the attached donation slip to:

External Relations Office, The High School of Glasgow,
637 Crow Road, Glasgow G13 1PL

Gift Aid: If you are a UK taxpayer, please tick the Gift Aid box on
your donation form. The Trust can reclaim 25p on every £1 you give,
at no extra cost to you.

High School of Glasgow War Memorial Pavilion Appeal

The High School of Glasgow Educational Trust - Registered Charity No. SC004394
hsogcommunity.co.uk/support



